International Cultural Exchange Committee

Geneva City Hall

Tuesday, April 12, 2011

 Minutes

1.  The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  Members present:  Cynthia Albright,

      David Bald, Jeannine Cowart, Sue Khalaieff, Ernie Mahaffey, Angela Pool, Susan

      Shivers.  Members absent:  none.  Ex-officio member present:  Lynn Landber.

      Guest:  Llona Steele.

2.  Approval of March minutes:  Jeannine moved, David seconded; minutes approved.

3.  Treasurer’s report:  no change in balances.

4.  Croissy delegation 2011:  board members Cynthia Albright, David Bald, and Jeannine

      Cowart will represent ICEC.  Eight delegates and six artists will comprise the rest of the

      delegation.   Funds to contribute to the gala dinner on May 29th will be collected in ad-

      vance from each delegate—$75 per person.  Both the gift from Geneva to Croissy and 

      gifts to Croissillons hosting special events have been determined, but we will keep the

      specifics for a later set of minutes, so as not to spoil the surprise for our hosts.  Cynthia

      has already hosted a very successful get-together for the artists in her home, allowing 

      them a chance to get to know one another and to problem-solve issues like transporting

      and hanging their art.  The first week in May, Cynthia will again host a get-together, this

      time for the entire delegation.  Thank you, Cynthia, for all you do!

5.  Student exchange summer 2011:  Sue K. reported significant progress by Marisa of 

      International Cultural Exchange, the approved agent of the GHS School Board, in find-

      ing hosts for the French students—we already have more Geneva families hosting than

      last summer.  Although the itinerary for the exchange students is jam-packed, we will

      still work on and ice cream social type event for them here in Geneva, and the French

      Club at the high school will also be discussing ways to contribute to the experience.

6.  Exchange with Sweden -  Lynn Landberg gave us many more details about, Varnamo,

      the “target” city in the Smaland region of Sweden.  Although larger than Geneva, it is on 

      a river, the Lagan, is a center for finely crafted furniture, and has many other attractive

      traits.  We agreed that pursuing informal contact with Varnamo is the best thing to do

      for the moment.  Something like a mayor to mayor contact can come later if things work

      out.  Thanks, Lynn, for putting time and enthusiasm into this important effort.

7.   ICEC Picnic – any event for this summer will be rolled into the student exchange event—

       see item #5.

8.   Fall fundraiser -  Sue K. suggested that it is not to early to start thinking about fund 

       raising in the fall.  Last year’s efforts were essential to the success of the Croissillons’

       visit in September 2010 and to our current good footing financially.  Nothing was

       decided, but we agreed to think about this in advance of our next meeting.

9.   Next meeting:  Tuesday, May 10, 2011.

10. Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p. m.

Respectfully submitted,

David Bald

