International Cultural Exchange Committee

A Subcommittee of Geneva’s Strategic Advisory Committee (SPAC)

Geneva City Hall

Date:  January 12,  2010
 Minutes

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  Members present:  Cynthia Albright, David Bald, Jeannine Cowart, Ernie Mahaffey, Susan Shivers.  Members absent:  Sue Khalaieff, Angela Pool.  Ex-officio member present:  Lynn Landberg.

2. Approval of  December 8, 2009 minutes: Jeannine moved, David seconded. 

3. Treasurer’s report – Cynthia reported for Angela that April 30th, 2010, is the date by which current funds must be spent before they roll back over to the general fund.

4. Friend raiser/fund raiser – Ernie reported for Sue K. that we might consider having this event at a local restaurant, rather than at Ernie’s home, as that would facilitate elements like music and display of art from the May 2009 artists who visited Croissy.  Ernie and Cynthia will be attending a wine tasting at Wildwood later tonight.  Susan S. noted that Eaglebrook Country Club also hosts wine tasting.  Fresh Market, Citizen Kane, and other options for a venue might be explored.  The event would take place in late April or early May at the latest, with Sunday afternoon being the likely time.
5. Student exchanges – Cynthia reported for Sue K.  Host families for students coming here in July and/or August of this year would be procured through Geneva High School, working with the International Cultural Exchange (Echange Culturel International) organization which the Geneva School Board approved as an agent for facilitating the exchange.  Our committee would help organize the “pique nique” advertised in the I.C.E flyer being disseminated now in Croissy.
6. Croissy delegation visit – Cynthia confirmed that the delegation will arrive in Geneva on Monday, September 27, 2010 and depart the morning of October 1, 2010.  A discussion followed as to how many visitors we can accommodate and for whom we can provide a quality experience here in Geneva.  Karin DeMarco has indicated that as many as 30 people might be interested in coming.  While we would love to welcome as many of our friends from Croissy as possible, we all agreed that a target number of 15-16 is still desirable.  That number might be expanded to around 20.  Cynthia went on to outline the itinerary, which would include a reception at Cynthia’s house the night of the delegation’s arrival, a gallery reception (Gallery 28 is open to hosting this) the next night (Tuesday the 28th), a cookout at Angela’s on Wednesday night, and the gala prairie dinner on Thursday night.  Some of the French artists interested in coming are desirous of opportunities to exhibit and sell their work.  Gallery 28 would be happy to provide space, easels, etc. for the displays, but the committee agreed that we cannot officially provide opportunities or manage commercial sales.  Jeannine will let the artists from this area who visited Croissy in May know when the delegation is coming.  One possible event in addition to the gallery reception would be a master class, taught by a visiting French artist, a local artist, or both jointly.  For the gala dinner, Heritage Prairie Farm looks like the most logical venue, given the prairie theme of the visit and their capacity.  Cynthia and Jeannine have both made visits there; Cynthia indicated that the cost per person for the dinner would be approximately $50 a head.  A $250 deposit would be required.  The menu might include turkey and/or a pig roast, and the tent provides ample space for dancing after dinner.  A bonfire might conclude the evening, complete with s’mores.  Garfield Farm might be an optional visit that afternoon.  Ernie will continue to work on the possible day activities. 

7. Publicity – Cynthia will provide a blurb for the Geneva Public Library who will be hosting a program on Croissy/Geneva similar to the Tale of Two Cities programs hosted by the Geneva History Center.  As the Geneva E-Magazine is planning an extensive article on the Croissy/Geneva relationship and the two cities themselves, Cynthia asked us all to look for portions of the article that we could either write or research.  Jony Garner has graciously agreed to provide material on Croissy for the article.
8. Sweden – Lynn Landberg reported that she is having a meeting this week with David Oberg of the History Center and Mr. Lennert Johnson, who has close ties to Sweden, to further explore how to get a contact at one of the possible Swedish cities who could push our exploration of a twinning possibility forward.  We all agreed that finding such a contact was a big challenge and encouraged Lynn to persevere.  We also expressed our appreciation to Lynn for all of her efforts.

9. Next meeting:  Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 5:30 p.m.

10 Meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m. 
