International Cultural Exchange Committee

A Subcommittee of Geneva’s Strategic Advisory Committee (SPAC)

Geneva City Hall

June 9, 2009

Minutes

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:32.  Members present:  Cynthia Albright, David Bald, Jeannine Cowart, Sue Shivers.  Members absent:  Sue Khalaieff, Ernie Mahaffey, Angela Chalberg Pool.  Ex-officio members present:  Don Cummings.  Guests Nancy Hannah, Margie Nagaitsev.
2. Minutes of the April and May minutes were approved as emended.  David moved, Jeannine seconded.

3. The committee thanks Matt Lay for the logo and letterhead.  David Bald circulated a thank-you letter to our friends in Croissy, for their hospitality during the May artist exchange and continued commitment to the Croissy/Geneva relationship, drafted on that letterhead, for committee members to sign.  That letter will be sent on to Karin DeMarco when all members have had a chance to sign.

4. Guest Nancy Hannah added her comments on how marvelous her experience in France had been during the Fête de la Grenouillère.  Never has she enjoyed such marvelous meals, been in such beautiful homes, and felt so welcomed!  Kane County Chronicle wants to do a piece focusing on artist Nancy Maguire’s experience.  Since Nancy is out of town, we will try to get the reporter, Hal Cornick, in touch with Nancy Hannah or another area artist who made the trip.  Ernie Mahaffey already got an article posted on TribLocal.

5. The ICEC/NALWO picnic for Fermilab and Geneva individuals and families at Peck Farm Pavilion on Sunday, July 12, 2009 was discussed.  Two invitations will go out, one to folks at Fermilab and one to the people on our ICEC mailing list.  Margie Nagaitsev, NALWO, the Fermilab women’s organization, and Cynthia circulated drafts of the invitations for discussion and tweaking.  A spreadsheet supplied by Angela detailing anticipated costs for the picnic was also circulated, the total estimated at $300.  Cynthia will try again to get some city funding.  Don Cummings may contact a language school in Geneva for a possible donation.  A donation of ten dollars per family will be suggested to those on our mailing list, to be collected either before the day of the picnic or at it.  Cynthia, Don, Jeannine, and David all pledged $50 toward covering expenses, reimbursable should donations permit.  Ernie had said at the last meeting that he too would be willing to front some costs.  Nancy Hannah generously offered to provide paper goods for up to 60 people.  Cynthia submitted a list of picnic tasks—see attachment.  All receiving the minutes and the attachment are encouraged to sign up.  So far we have the following commitments:  Invitations:  Jeannine, Cynthia, and Margie Nagaitsev.  RSVP:  David and Cynthia for ICEC, Margie for Fermilab.  Clean-up:  Margie will help.  Grilling:  David and Don.  Registration and collections at the picnic:  Ernie.  

6. City exchanges:  nothing new to report on new cities.  Sue Shivers reported that Gib Monokowski from Waubonsee Community College is enthusiastic about a jazz exchange, should the Croissy jazz-bridge group eventually come to Geneva at some point.  Gib and Ashley Lewis will be performing in concert at Fermilab on July 11th, the night before the picnic.  Our committee is encouraged to attend.

7.  Student exchanges – nothing further to report at this time.

8. Publicity – Cynthia suggested a quarterly newsletter to keep our community contacts apprised of ICEC news.
9. Girl Scout exhanges – nothing new to report.

10.  Next meeting:  Tuesday, July 7, 2009.  Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

David Bald, Secretary
