International Cultural Exchange Committee

A Subcomittee of Geneva’s Strategic Advisory Committee (SPAC)

Geneva City Hall, Tuesday, October 12, 2010

Minutes

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m.  Members present:  Cynthia Albright, David Bald, Jeannine Cowart,  Sue Khalaieff, Angela Pool.  Members absent:  Ernie Mahaffey, Susan Shivers.  SPAC liaison present:  Sue Gibbons.

2. The minutes of the August meeting were approved.  David moved; Cynthia seconded.

3. Treasurer’s report – Angela reported that we will have a positive balance after all the bills from the recent Croissy delegation visit are paid.  Positively contributing to the successful financing of the visit was the $600 donation from Roquette American, Inc.  Cynthia called for members to submit receipts to Angela for items that they paid for themselves.

4. Website – Cynthia indicated a need to keep our subscription to the website current while we await merging of our website with that of SPAC.  Sue K. moved and Angela seconded a motion to renew that subscription for $80.  The motion was passed unanimously.

5. 2010 Croissy delegation visit.  Various members reported on the overall “wild” success of the visit September 27 through October 1st.  Numbers of attendees at the gallery showings were excellent (approximately 100 people were at the reception/showing at Gallery 28;  Water Street Studios indicated that the foot traffic through the gallery on Tuesday and Wednesday equaled that of a typical weekend).  Thanks to Jan Schmuckel at Gallery 28 and to Sharon Schyta at Water Street, as well as their staffs, were being such wonderful hosts.   A special thanks also to Brian DeWolf for transporting and hanging the art and to Jony Garner for all he did in Croissy to make the showing of this marvelous art.  Josette, Maud, Marie-Claude, Pierre, Brigitte, and Jony:  the biggest merci of all to you for sharing your art with us.  The day events were wonderful as well.  Formal thank you’s will go out to all the sponsors, hosts, and organizations who made the week such a wonderful experience.

6. Student exchange – Sue K. reported that our committee did support the exchange this summer, specifically by hosting an ice cream social in July and August for the French students and their American hosts.  We would like to see the French company (E.C.I.) that organized this summer’s exhange and will be organizing future ones get into Geneva High School earlier for the 2011 exchange, in hopes that more of the host families next time be Genevans.

7. New business - Cynthia reported that she would attend a luncheon in Elgin on October 12th, along with representatives from other Illinois cities who have a sister city relationship with a French city.  Cynthia will also represent us at the October 20th Geneva Town Meeting, to receive recognition and make a five minute report on the French delegation’s visit.  

8. Geneva delegation visit to Croissy in 2011 - Cynthia, David, and Ernie met briefly with Karin DeMarco, Jony Garner, and Christine Ouvry to discuss the basics of this visit, tentatively planned to occur around the Fete de la Grenouillere  (May 29, 2011)

9. Next meeting:  Tuesday, November 9, 2010 at City Hall.

10. Meeting adjourned, 6:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

David Bald, Secretary
