Strategic Plan Advisory Committee

International Cultural Exchange Committee

Geneva City Hall

September 8, 2009

5:30 p.m.

 Minutes

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  Members present:  Cynthia Albright,  David Bald, Jeannine Cowart, Sue Khalaieff, Sue Shivers.  Members absent:  Ernie Mahaffey, Angela Pool.  SPAC liaison present:  Sue Gibbons.  Guest:  Lynn Landberg.

2.  July minutes approved.  Sue Shivers moved; Sue Khalaieff seconded.

3.  Update on student exchanges.  Sue K. reported on the possibility of working through Echange Culturel Internationale, which would organize a group of students from Croissy, Chatou, and Vézinet to come to Geneva next summer (probably June or July) for a three week exchange.  E.C.I. would handle insurance.  This arrangement will be proposed to the G.H.S. School Board in October.  School board approval would greatly facilitate the recruitment of host families here in Geneva for the French students.
4. Update and assessment of sister city searches – Guest Lynn Landberg reported on informal contacts between Genevans and Swedes that could lay the groundwork for a sister city relationship between Geneva and a Swedish city.  After Lynn’s enthusiastic and detailed report, Sue Shivers commented that the Swedish connection seemed the freshest and most promising to pursue.  While not ruling out possible twinning with a town in Germany or the Czech Republic, Cynthia noted that we should perhaps cease updating progress, since nothing yet has materialized for either of those countries.
5.  “Tale of Two Cities” program at Geneva History Center.  November 5th has been set as the date for this program.  David Oberg is willing to reprise his Tale of Two Cities presentation, Brian DeWolf will speak about his photo exhibition, and a panel of people who went to Croissy for the artist exchange last May would share their experiences and answer audience questions.  Since some of the potential audience would have seen David’s original presentation, it was suggested that perhaps a new “title” for the program and a different “marketing” pitch would be in order.  Many possibilities exist for effective publicity for the event, such as the electronic City of Geneva newsletter.  People who came to the Fermilab picnic should definitely be invited, as they could provide fresh faces in the audience.

6.  Photo links on our website – all agreed that these would greatly enhance the site.

7.  2010 Croissy delegation visit -  Cynthia suggested that we will want to build in more time for individual to individual contact, and the committee discussed various options for a “drawing card” to get Genevans to places like the History Center.  With the “Pioneers and Prairie” tentative concept in mind, Lynn suggested that perhaps the banquet might be held at Garfield Farm.  Cynthia noted how interested the Croissillons are in things like American folk dance.  Jazz experiences working with the Waubonsee Community College jazz group should definitely be included as well.  Cynthia will contact Karin DeMarco with an eye to firming up the exact date of the visit.  Lynn Landberg volunteered to check out logistics for Garfield Farm with Jerry Johnson.  
8. The meeting adjourned at 6:18.

Respectfully submitted,

David Bald, Secretary
