Area Artists Exhibit in France

Last September, six artists from Croissy-sur-Seine, France made the trip across the Atlantic to display their work at Gallery 28 in Geneva and Water Street Studios in Batavia.  The last week in May, this year, it was the Tri-Cities’ turn to share its art with the wider world.  Local artists Sharon Sychta, Nancy McGuire, Claudia Engel-Rush, Kari Kraus, Linda Strong, and Diane Gabriel exhibited at the Chateau Chanorier in Croissy.  Ms.’s Engel-Rush, Kraus, and McGuire also participated in an open air (en plein air) painting competition held as part of the Fete de la Grenouillere, a local festival.

The artists were part of a larger delegation of the International Cultural Exchange Committee of the City of Geneva.  ICEC has developed and nurtured a “sister city” relationship with Croissy over the past five years, focusing on cultural exchange. In addition to the exhibition and festival, the delegation enjoyed a trip to Claude Monet’s home and gardens in Giverny, a performance by a cabaret singer, a boat ride on the Seine, a ‘hands-on’ French cooking demonstration, and a ‘lips-on’ tasting of wines from the Loire Valley and Bordeaux.  ICEC President Cynthia Albright, who headed the delegation, expressed her appreciation:  “We are grateful to our French hosts, who shared so much of themselves, their culture, and their lovely town with the 17 members of our delegation.”

As for the artists, Sharon Sychta summed up the richness of the experience:  “It was inspiring to see what high regard the French people have for art.  The conversations about my artwork left me on a high I will never forget and have stirred me to continue creating my art.”

Albright noted that ICEC will continue to expand the cultural exchange with Croissy, focusing next on music and art by children in both cities.
